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ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT 
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Deputy Attornoy General Katzenbacb advised he attended , 
the organizational meeting of the President *js Commission to report j 
on the assassination of President Kennedy held today* He noted ' 

that the meeting did not get around to the point of discussing the ' 
appointment of Chief Counsel or other staff members. The consensus * 
of Commission members was that it would be inadvisable to have m . 
large number of witnesses to testify before the Commission but ; 

rather the report submitted by the FBI and other agencies should be .i 
fully utilized. In this regard, questions were raised as to the •! 
evaluation of information furnished by various witnesses* . 

Katzenbach was asked, for example, whether the Commission would be ^ 
furnished with background information including a criminal record/ u 
if any, on various persons interviewed. He said he told the / /. . 

Commission members that this would be highly impractical / » • 

obviously the FBI could not conduct a background investigation on ‘ 
every person they interviewed. On the other hand, he noted that 11 
the testimony of a particular witness, who had been interviewed by 
the FBI, was inconsistent with other known information or otherwise 
questioned, then he believed the FBI would honor a Commission reques 
or additional facts on such a witness. It was suggested that once 
the Commission is organized, it might be desirable to^haye ?*/ /» 

J I arrangement 

/ (related J:o 
c 

^ Withreference to the FBI roport, which Katzenbath N. , 

received today, he said he was having it reviewed by his attorneys 
and he planned to read it himself tonight. It is K>*zenbach s 
I feeling that unless be notes something of a particularly disabling 
[nature, he felt the report should go to the P re ® id ®°J ; o a ® P*‘*^ ed 
I by the Bureau without any change. He hopes to do this tomorrow 
• because obviously the Commission cannot begin any activity until 
they have the report. 
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Nenorindun to Mr. Belmont ■ ....... 

. ge\ Assassination . of the Preela • . *• • 

W | . • r • * * * * • . • ji.— • 

# • •.. •..•• •. " - 

'• •' • . . v a trenbnch said Senator Richard B.\ 

At the meeting today, K * tz ®" * _, Hllc ln asking whether 

IkRuasell, » Commission renort°bof 0r e the FBI had leaked all ol 

H the ComralBslon would get the r j i e* immediately spoke up 

Uits contents to the presf. ^J^^^S^ctor and other ranking 
and said that he bad talked with the! Rector ” a lnf orBatlon fr0 m 

officials is the FBI •""^“‘Afeoied Sc said be told 
the FBI to the press would eve ^ve their own ways of . 

Senator RuBsell that newspap >,L rftuge they get a story it does 

developing Information J them \ - <-..*^7 

not mean that It was leaked to them. \ ir, r. ^ t> t fci ~ • 

Th. position of Texas Bt.t. ’ " 

according to Katzenbach» B ° 3 t . ^ aB going to have . State 

of President Johnson ^ ed ,, reslde nt'B assassination. How 
Board of Inquiry look Into ^/j^jj^uld be Inadvisable *• 
White House officials have t and min probably see 

for him to proceed. Carr is In Wa . . _ Cftrr w m make some kind 

President Johnson. Katxenbacb anticipates ' C J t lgatlon ln this 

of statement to the pres. ”Vi ‘JJ. snt. of Texas and that 

case has extended to many areas outi si the full story 

action h, the Federal Government is tl.e o^y f< F ^ e di„g 

can be ascertained. This will De .... 

with the State Inquiry. . 
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Any further information recited concerning this m.tt.r 
will be brought to your attention promptly. 
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Memorandum to Mr* Belmont •• - ' * ;i V 

C" Assassination of the President • . v . * "‘V 
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K .t I .„b.oh 

..de, either by the hep.rt"®" 1 ”" the Whit. patter. 

4 A ‘ ’ * . * * -A* 4i «, rn •• • «% «r«i* * \ 

to the Department* ■•*•••• # 

K.tzenbach e.ld It ee 

:^% b .cret r s!r"ce P Iooi"«* n t2le%epo e rt o» the .orate* .1 12 / 6 ... 

1 told bln we bad no objection. -• ... ..? 

repor^should^o^traosoltte^t^the^White’Bouse'o/th^comSlsBloD. 

i: ss^irss‘R'~ -J'S'S -• oid * • : 

what should be done with it. . ; .* :•• • 

counsel ' to* 1 the b preeldentlal*comojBSlon,°Katzenbach P lsg<>log^to 

try to get an attorney iron the Criminal 111 w * . 

commission, so that he will know wbat is going on. ... .... 

Katzenbacb e.ld be 

with us on the morning of 12/6 to discuss tne p • aod 

he had very few questions. I told him we wouiu. co 

discuss it with him at any time he wanted 
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